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R.L. (Dick) Woodward (1888-1975), Knight of Suffolk in the tournament, poses on horseback in the 


Fourth Year of the Civil War Sesquicentennial June 2014 





middle of the 200 block (as it is now numbered) of North Main Street c. 1910. St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church can be seen in the background. Hamblin’s Vintage Photos courtesy Library of Virginia. 





Gov. E. Lee Trinkle. 


From Governors of Virginia, 
1776-1974 by R. & E. Luther 


Riding to Remember 


The following article appeared in an unnamed, undated newspaper, though evidence points to 
sometime between 1922-26. The opening paragraphs are missing. Look for our footnotes. 


Thousands See Ellis Make Perfect Score at Tournament 
Governor Divides Honors 


Governor E. Lee Trinkle divided honors with the knights, and in his eloquent address 
praised this section for its chivalry, its love of beauty and its love for the heroic dead, for the pro- 
ceeds of the tournament are for the erection of a Memorial Library [1] for the soldiers, sailors and 
marines who fell for their country. 


Governor Trinkle was introduced by Lieutenant Governor J.E. West, who expressed for the 
people of the community their pride in being hosts of the governor of the state. 


Colonel West in presenting the governor told of the object of the tournament and congratu- 
lated the American Legion on the zeal which they have shown in aiding this worthy cause. 


Governor Trinkle was accompanied by two members of his staff, Col. W. of Richmond 
and Col. M__ Gray of Ivor. The tournament began with the preliminary riding heats and then three 


_ tumes of the days of knighthood, being Walter Ames of Smithfield, 
Knight of the Full Moon, who took six rings out of nine; R. Augustus Ed- 
wards of Isle of Wight, Knight of Isle of Wight, three out of nine; Robert A. 
Edwards of Smithfield, Knight of Golden Shoe, seven out of nine, and 
winner of second honors: W.R. Cobb of Isle of Wight, Knight of the Flying 
Cloud, five out of nine; Frank Wishart of Smithfield, Knight of the South- 
ern Star, six out of nine; Julius D. Thomas of Smithfield, Knight of the 
Morning Star, winner of fourth honors, six out of nine, and winning out in 
the tie; Andrew Cofer of Smithfield, Knight of Smithfield, winner of third 
honors, seven out of nine; Junius M. Batten, Knight of Benn’s Church, 
five out of nine; R.L. Woodward, Jr., Knight of Suffolk, six out of nine; 
Ernest E. Jones of Suffolk, Knight of No Hope, two out of nine; E. Sidney 
Ellis, Knight of Exeter, winner of first honors, nine out of nine; Dr. Whit 
ney Godwin of Suffolk, Knight of Robin Hood, three out of nine; J.C. Caw 
sey, Jr., of Suffolk, Knight of Surry, three out of nine; Mills A. Riddick of 
Suffolk, Knight of White Marsh, five out of nine; W.H. Ballard of Suffolk, 
Knight of Jerico, three out of nine; J.T. Phillips of Suffolk, Knight of Tem- 
ple, three out of nine. 


| | heats were run for each knight, those taking part garbed in the cos- 
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1920—Dick Woodward appeared as the Spotted John M. Berkley was master of ceremonies and the judges were 
Knight in another tournament. Frank Simpson of Smithfield and E.W. Smith of Suffolk, with J.P. Lee as 
timekeeper and Charles Andrews assisting in starting. 





During the afternoon the Community Service band rendered selections. 


Under the clear blue sky with brilliant sunshine the thousands who gathered from all over this section showed their 
enjoyment by their continued applause of the riders, the speakers and general good humor. 


Sell Refreshments 
Members of the Woman's Auxiliary of the legion sold all kinds of eatables and drinkables which were donated for the 
cause by the merchants, wholesale houses and manufacturers 
of the city. Suffolk's first tournament in about a quarter of a 
century was a great success. 


Governor Trinkle arrived in Suffolk with his staff yester- 
day morning and was the guest of Lieutenant Governor and Mrs. 
West at their home on West Washington Street at a quiet lunch- 
eon. 


Immediately after the arrival of the governor and his 
party a number of friends called and he held an informal recep- 
tion. Among those calling were City Manager Ashburner and 
Mrs. Ashburner of Norfolk, guests of Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Corbitt: 
Col. and Mrs. E.E. Goodwyn of Richmond, guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey M. Holland; Congressman P.H. Drewry of Petersburg who 
is the guest of Mr. and Mrs. H.L. Land; Congressman J.T. Deal of 
Norfolk, guest of Col. and Mrs. R.L. Brewer; Senator C.C. 
Vaughan and Mrs. Vaughan of Franklin. 


Last night at Laurel Cliff Country Club [3] the knights 
and their partners were entertained at a delightful dinner party, 
those receiving being Mr. and Mrs. R.L. Woodward, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. J.M. Berkley, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Ellis and Mr. and Mrs. J.C. 
Causey, Jr. Others present were Walter Ames and Miss Mary 
Willis McLemore, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Woolford, Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Edwards, Robert A. Edwards and Miss Ruth Blackburn of 
Richmond, W.N. Cobb and Miss Britt of Smithfield, Frank Wishart and Miss Nancy Cowling, Mr. and Mrs. Julius D. Thomas, An- 
drew Cofer and Miss Mattie Pittman, Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Causey, Jr., E.E. Jones and Miss Martha Jones, Dr. Whitney Godwin and 
Miss Judith Brewer, W.M. Ballard and Miss Lou Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. J.T. Phillips, Junious M. Batten and Miss Mittie Batten. 


Coronation Ball 
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The J.E. West home (demolished) stood on West Washington 
St. at St. James Avenue. West was Lt. Governor under Gover- 
nors Trinkle and Byrd. 


The festivities closed fittingly with the coronation ball held in Armory hall [2], which was elaborately decorated with 
masses of flowers, balloons, festoons and evergreens and the patriotic colors. 


The throne on which the Queen of Love and Beauty sat, surrounded by her maids of honor, was of white and decorated 
with red, white and blue. 


The ball opened with the grand march led by Col. and Mrs. E.E. Goodwyn and other distinguished guests, their hosts 
and hostesses taking part. 


Z 


Coronation Address 


Representative P.H. Drewry of Petersburg, who was introduced by Col. E.E. Holland [4], made the coronation address 
and lauded the beauty of the women and the chivalry of the men and called back those days when all men were knights, seek- 
ing to defend beauty and uphold the brave and fair. The Royal set, danced by the winning knights and their ladies, was one of 
the features of the evening. This was followed by the quadrille, danced in costume by the following: 


Miss Virginia Jones and Billy Blake, Miss Isabell Mitchell and Reginald Brothers, Miss Lillian 
Everett and Kilby Brown, Miss Louise Brinkley and George Darden, Miss Esther Macleary and Quimby 
Hutchins, Miss Anna Withers and Barnes Lyon, Miss Mabel Jackson and Claudius Wyatt, Miss Margaret 
Jordan and Alfred Brown, Miss Helen Hart and Frawner Caulk, Miss Katherine West and Thomas An- 
drews, Miss Anne Jones and John L. Parker, Miss Eliza Causey and Wellons Caulk, Miss Lydia Wyatt and 
Linwood Johnson, Miss Marjorie Mitchell and Arthur Eure. 


The ball was led by Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Causey, Jr., and Dr. Whitney Godwin was master of cere- 
monies. Several hundred dancers participated and Armory hall was thronged with spectators. 





Suffolk was gaily decorated with flags and bunting and the af- 


ternoon was observed as a half holiday by business houses, the schools _ Reginald Brothers 


and manufacturing plants. VMI 1994 
Footnotes: Courtesy Tom Brothers 


1. Note that the aim was to build a memorial library. The Woman’s Club 
started the first library here, opening on Armistice Day 1926. The World War I monument became 
the more visible memorial to those who died in what was called the War to End All Wars. 


2. The Armory was in the first block of Bank Street where the new courthouse now stands. 


3. Laurel Cliff Country Club stood across the river (now Lake Meade) from Riverview. The golf 
course and clubhouse were built in 1920 and the club closed during the Depression. The building 
no longer stands. Lake Meade covers some of the site today. 


4. Col. E.E. Holland (1860-1941) held every public office between Chamber of Commerce and 
the U.S. House of Representatives where he served 1911-1921. 





Dr. F. Whitney Godwin (1895-1958) Courtesy Whitney Saunders 





The ae to ee Cui ae the die Noise 
From SUFFOLK A Pictorial History by Hobbs and 
Paquette, used with permission. 





The Doughboy Monument 


The monument to men from Suffolk and Nansemond 
County who died in the Great War was dedicated on May 10, 
1931. At first it stood in the middle of Main Street at Milner 
Street (now Constance Road) at the old Nansemond County 
courthouse. Before long the monument was moved to the Mahan 
Street entrance of Cedar Hill Cemetery, reportedly because of a 
number of traffic mishaps involving the monument. 


The list of the fallen soldiers was originally on the exte- 
rior wall of the National Bank (corner Main & W. Washington 
Streets). Now the list is on the side of the monument replacing 
the laurel wreath seen in these two postcard views. 





On Men Street. ore oF the courthouse aS is NR (L). 


Dr. F. Whitney Godwin led the effort to have his fallen comrades 
remembered. In fact, family members report that he went to New York to 
choose the model who would pose for the statue of the Doughboy. 


Unfamiliar with the term Doughboy? It was a nickname for the 


American soldiers with their bowl shaped helmets. 
Images from Suffolk in Vintage Postcards. 


In Cedar Hill 





Dr. Whitney Godwin, a dentist by profession, served as Capt. 5th Infantry Division, WWI. He was 
wounded near Verdun in 1918 commanding Co. F 61st Infantry and was decorated by the United States, 
France, Greece and Russia. In 1936 Dr. Godwin was National Vice Commander of the American Le- 
gion. He was an American delegate to FIDAC (Federation Interallie des Anciens Combattants), an inter- 
allied federation of WWI veterans and a forerunner of the League of Nations. Suffolk observed Com- 
rade Frank Whitney Godwin Day on January 19, 1938. 





Exeter 


The clipping below and the article about 
the tournament were provided by an Ellis 
descendant, Steve Bolte. 


a?” FORMER | SLAVE DIES — 
V"suffolk, Aug, 1—Andtrew Hawkins, 
& former slave in the family of 
Edwin C. Phillips, dfed July 26, aged 
86 years and was buried in the old 
Negro cemetery on the Sidney Ellis 
farm. 
' Edwin ©, Phillips was grandfather 
‘of Mr, Ellis, and Hawkins had spent 
‘his entire life on the farm as car- 
‘penter, having lived with four genera- 
‘tions of the family and was beloved 
‘and respected by all who knew him. 
The burial was largely attended by 
the white and. Negro friends, all of 
‘whom loved “Uncle Andrew.” 





Residents of Exeter stand on the east porch in 1909. Left, Sydney and Nannie 
Ellis; Right, Alma and Emil Hornecke; and Center, Sydney Ellis, Knight of Exeter 


and winner of the tournament in the title article. 
Photo from SUFFOLK A Pictorial History by Hobbs and Paquette. Used with permission. 








4517 Exeter Drive 


Known during much of the 20th century as “the Saunders farm,” Exeter Place has long been a landmark of Lake Prince 
Road. The handsome Greek Revival style house was built in the early 1830s for Edwin and Almedia H. Phillips who bought the 
farm soon after their marriage in 1825. This house replaced a smaller early brick one that stood on the property that was thought to 
be unsafe because so many of its inhabitants had died of fever. The new house was constructed, with plantation labor, of cypress 
and bricks from the plantation. 


During the War Between the States, Nannie Phillips (Ellis), daughter of Edwin and Almedia, ran the plantation for her fam- 
ily while it was occupied by Yankee cavalry. That the house was the center of a prosperous farming operation over the years is evi- 
denced by the numerous dependencies that remain including a potato house, barns and a smoke house. The family owned the plan- 
tation until 1937 when successive depression years forced the sale of what had been their home for more than a hundred years. In 
1979 the farmland was sold for development. The house still stands at the corner of Exeter and Lake Prince Drive. 


4 


Postscripts 
e To our April 2014 issue, The Boarding House Reach 


From This week in Suffolk history, The Virginian-Pilot, April 13, 2014: 


1914 The McKay-Washington Company store uses live models in their store a Tr ym 6 


window to showcase the latest in New York and Parisian fashions. The 
store arranges with the management of the Rose Maid Opera Company, 
which is playing at the Virginia Theatre, to have four of their prettiest girls 
display the latest styles in dresses, suits, hosiery and hairstyles. The 
models promenade in the ready-to-wear department and also pose in the 
windows. 

This building was renovated a few years ago and is now called Main Street Center. 





e To our November 2013 issue, Between the River and the Creek 


Some town families had summer houses at the River and a few had houses on Bennett’s Creek. Dr. & Mrs. Richardson Joyner, who 
lived on Chestnut Street (where he also saw patients), built a summer house, Gray Gables, on the shores of Bennett’s Creek summer 
of 1948. The family enjoyed many summers there. Their daughter Marion Joyner Watson went to the creek to live fulltime in 1971 
and lived there until her death in 1996. Photos courtesy Frances Watson Clark 





mi ¥ i £7 ee : 
Clockwise from left: Dr. Joyner and 
Carl Giddings; Dick Joyner with 

young friend; Marion Joyner 

(Watson) in boat down at the creek; 

completed house; Lucille Joyner with 

Ludie Belle at the creek house. 








Notes from the Phillips-Dawson House — 


=e With repaired plaster, new lighting and a fresh coat of paint, our planned research room awaits installation of new shelving and : 
the return of our collection. Thanks to our project chairs Nita Bagnell and John Harrell (building) and Lynn Cross and Susan : 
Musick (collections) and a number of other helpful volunteers for bringing us to this point. The SNHS board voted at its May } 
meeting to name the room for the late Marion Joyner Watson. Watch for more to come about this. 


e Filmmaker Amy Broad talked about work on the proposed peanut documentary when 15 members of the Western Tidewater : 
Council for the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities met at the house on May 19. After the meeting representatives visited : 
the Train Station—many for the first time. 


e Sadly for us, Julie Johnson of our office has announced that she plans to retire at the end of the summer. More to come later : 
: about the position that will be available. 


- 
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Benefactor 

Jim & Dana Adams 
George & Phyllis Cornell 
Tommy O'Connor 


Sponsor 
Austin & Mary Hart Darden 


Jeff & Scherry Johnson 

Ralph Nahra 

Thomas & Shannon Woodward 
Tom & Sue Woodward 


Patron 

Everett & Nita Bagnell 
Robert & Marie Baker 

Joe & Lynn Barlow 

Cabell & Mary Jane Birdsong 
George & Charnell Blair 
James Blair 

Prince & Erika Butler 

James. E. Crocker 

Harry & Lisa Cross 

William G. Darden 

John & Mary Lawrence Harrell 
Kermit & Earlene Hobbs 
Doug & Brenda Kincaid 

M. Anderson Maxey, Jr. 
Lawrence Smith 

Joe & Nancy Webb 

Susan Woodward 


Friend 

Jimmy & Hannah Adams 
David Ascher 

Michael Bakwin 

Maxine Barnett 

Tom & Jennie Barrett 
Tim & Marie Bentley 
George & Sue Birdsong 
Kimberly Blair 

David & A.P. Bosselman 
Elsie Brinkley 

Dan Bunch 

Byron & Jean Carmean 
John & Barbara Carter 
O.L. & Jackie Cherry 

Billy Chorey 

William & Victoria Clanton 
Joe & Becky Clement 
Michael & Kenda Council 
Sandra Councill 

Parker & Anna Cross 

Lee & Kate Cross 

Hugh & Lynn Cross 

Andy Damiani 

Mike & Marty Debranski 
Sandy & Nancy Dempsey 
Brian & Susannah Donahue 
Duke Automotive 

John Ellis 

Carroll Frohman 

Nancy Fulgham 

Jim & Susan Garrett 
James & Ellen Godwin 
Don & Kay Goldberg 
Michael Greene 

Jim & Becky Habel 

Bob & Pearl Harrell 
Thomas & Karen Hazelwood 
Bert & Anne Henderson 


Thanks to our 2014 Members! 


Steve & Courtney Jackson 
Linnie Jordan 

William & Mary Brenda Joyner 
Michael & Catherine Matthews 
Susan Musick 

Sarah N. Newsom 

Carroll & LaRoyce Nixon 

John & Cleta Norcross 

Henry & Betty Odom 

Julien Picot 

Marcus & Paige Pollard 

Dick & Sylvia Pond 

Wayland & Kathryn Pond 
Elizabeth Porter 

Lila Pretlow 

Peter Pruden 

Mrs. Phyllis H. Pruden 

John & Judy Pruitt 

Larry & Mary Anne Riddick 
Lynn K. Rose 

Nancy L. Russell 

Mack & Ruth Saunders 

Sam & Mary Sherard 

Charles & Carol Lynne Shotton 
Henry & Polly Simpson 
Robert Slade 

Suzanne Slegel 

Pat Smith 

Jane Ross Sommers 

Robert E. Speight 

Mary Staples 

Joy H. Steele 

Suffolk Publications LLC 

Fred & Adrienne Taylor 

Sid & Janice Thomas 

Stewart Tyler 

Luther J. Upton, III 

Dr. Joseph L. & Nancy Verdirame 
Jesse & Mary Williams 

N. Polk Woolford 

Phil Rehrig & Beverly Yeoman 
Hubert & Christine Young 


Contributing 
Bob & Fran Alwood 


Fred & Margaret Austin 
Dennis & Connie Baggett 
Bill & Annette Bailey 
Joseph & Shelley Barlow 
Angel Bialobrzewski 
Marie Bowman 

James & Becky Bradshaw 
Tom & Betsy Brothers 
Bill & Sandra Bunting 
James Butler 

George & Susan Callis 
Scott & Heather Carr 
Lydia Duke 

Albert Farrenkopf 
George & Carol Gardner 
Constance Happel 

Faye Harrell 

Jack & Billy Harry 

Bill & Linda Helms 

Rob & Denson House 
Frederic Howe 

Glenn & Karen Hughes 
Bucky & Kay Hurley 
John & Julie Johnson 


Christine Jones May Family 


Kermit & Frances Kelley 
Lee & Henry King 

Jack Leach 

Howard W. Martin 
Randy & Jeanette Maust 


Brian & Joyce Powell McNeil 


Phil & Barbara McPhail 
Jack & Ann Nurney 
Hunter Odom 

H.J. Pettit 

Nancy & Marcy Pichel 
Conley & Eleanor Poole 
Mrs. Melvin B. Poulson 
Bill & Roberta Powell 
Tom & Gail Pruden 
Randy & Kim Raines 
Jeff & Sue Rau 
Blanche Rountree 
Steven & Wanda Rountree 
Clint S. Rudy 

Jim & Elaine Salmon 
Kevin Sary 

Richard Savage 

Karla Smith 

W.D. Stallings 

Joan Sullivan 

John Taylor 

Bob & Leila Tompert 
Joyce Trump 

Lee Trump 

Jimmy & Hazel White 
Harriet Wills 

Brenda Wright 


Supporting 
Charles & Ann Abernathy 


Alexandria Library 
Robert Allen 

Gene & Brenda Arthur 
Tommy & Jane Arthur 
Mary Beth Ballard 
Lisa Barber 

Harold & June Barrett 
Sean C. Bilby 

Susan Blair 

Karen G. Bradley 
Arthur Bredemeyer 
Victor & Mary Burns 
Sue Burton 

Gary Butler 

Randy & Phyllis Byrum 
Barry Carlisle 


Forrest & Mary Jane Cathey 


Darrell & Laura Cook 
Robert Coulbourne 
John & Terri Crumpler 
Jane Dailey 

Dianne Harrell Davis 
Glenn E. Ellis 

Jack & MaryAnn Eure 
Anne Everett 


George & MaryAnne Fausel 


Virginia Fisher 

David Gardner 
Marcus Gersbach 
Ann & Dutch Greene 
Conrad & Marie Haas 
Linda Harper 


Bobby & Monette Harrell 
F. Lee Hart 

Jennifer Hightower 
John S. Holladay 

JoAnn S. Hunter 

Jerry & Jean Jaffe 

Mary Ann Kerr 

Beverley Kirchmier 
Jack Kress 

Mike & Cindy Lane 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Latimer 
Sue Draper Lowe 

Bob & Charlotte Mansfield 
Clyde March 

Thomas Martin 

Terry & Beverly McGahee 
Anna Milligan 

Leonard & Marian Morgan 
Irma Mottley 

John & Janet Nemish 
Betsy T. O'Connor 

Alice O'Connor 

Ted Olsen 

Bill & Ginger Owen 
Carlton Owens 

Fan Panton 

David & Judy Parker 
Jim & Nancy Parker 

Bill & Dixie Peachy 
Harold Pettit 

Richard & Jen Pond 
Bobby Ralph 

Patsy Powell Ray 

Linda Riddick 

lris Ruden 

Shirley Rudin 

C. Edward Russell 
Nancy Sanderson 

Bruce Saunders 

Edith Seiling 

Rebecca Sharrett 

Lee Slack 

Charles R. Sledge 
Audrey Smith 

Wenllian Stallings 
Cynthia Taylor 

Voula Thanos 

Henry & Melinda Trostle 
L. Umphlette 

Luther J. Upton, IV 

Mary Walsh-Johnson 
Gordon Ward 

Nita Watterson 

Joby & Mindy Webb 
Randy West 

Don & Nancy White 
Richard & Sue Williams 
Jane Wommack 


List current as of May 21, 2014. 




















Thanks to our 2014 corporate members: oN ls ecenul 
Fred Taylor, President 


p Lynn Cross, Vice President 
Bank Street Circle ($2,500+ PHS Board Susannah Donahue, Secretary 
B ° d Lee Sag Fagot, Tommy Arthur, Asst. Treasurer 
irdadson g Pe anuts Sue Woodward, Secretary Sande Council 


Lynn Barlow, Treasurer Loe kim 
Darrell Cook 
Susan Musick 


Nansemond — ($1,000+) Brian Donahue Ralph Nahra 


Sue Woodward 





Gifts and M ial 
F ‘ARM ERS BANK To Suffolk-N ed aciety 


Community Banking Perfected Afternoon Circle, Suffolk Christian Church 


In memory of Dr. William “Billy” Matthews Fulgham 
ee Te cst) 


Tom & Sue Woodward 
Li Williams 615 E. Pinnar + Steet 


To the Phillips-Dawson House 
In memory of Dr. William “Billy” Matthews Fulgham 
M ie te The Joyner Family: Rick & Beth Joyner, Jeff & 
eee - Suffolk, VA 23439 Elizabeth Joyner Taylor, & Nancy Joyner Stewart 
Services Bhone (757) 925.0747 


es Fax (757) 925.4943 


“We don't mind working in the heat 
and our prices just can’t be beat™ 


Seaboard Circle ($250+) __9. 
2% OBICI SUFFOLK 


Healthcare Foundation 













P—-——-————_ Thanks to our friends at Suffolk River Heritage 
ay and Nansemond River Alliance, the Nansemond 
River has been included, appropriately, on the 

Captain John Smith Water Trail. 


OHM CATH | See the first kiosk at Bennett’s Creek Park. Two 
Rea cursareaxt 4 | More are yet to be placed at Sleepy Hole Park 
aa <“- _ and Constant’s Wharf. 
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The Philips Domeen House 


Calendar of Events 


July 25-27 Art Sale highlighting the work of Suffolk native 
Henry Rawles (1928-2010) — Suffolk Art Gallery 


Sept. 5 SNHS Heirloom Sale 
Phillips-Dawson House — Accepting donations now 
Oct. 4 Touch a Truck, Train & More — after the Peanut Fest 





Parade — Train Station 


A me te ne sl History Dec.6&7 38th Annual Candlelight Tour 
Street address: 137 Bank St., Suffolk, VA 23434 
Mailing address: P. O. Box ] 255, Suffolk VA 23439 
Phone: 757-539-2781 — snhs@verizon.net : 
www.suffolkhistory.org : Notes from the Train Station — : 
Lee ie mdiimmummmmsonine oe : May 22 marks two months since | began working here at the Seaboard } 
ATi ION | : Station Museum and in that time there are two main things | have learned 

: about Suffolk and the History of the Railroads here in general. What pops out 

: most is that residents of Suffolk missed coming to the museum while it was 

: closed. Upon re-opening there were several people a week explaining how 
happy they were that the museum was open again and how much they and 

: their children missed it. 


: Along with the connection this museum shares with the community, the 
: connection between Suffolk and its railroads and the complicated relationships : 

2 zaas : between the various railroad companies themselves have been a constant topic: 
Suffolk’s Most Recognizable Landmark : of study for me. This museum represents a relevant and interesting link to Suf- : 
Street address: 326 N. Main St., Suffolk, VA 23434; folk’s history and | am glad to be a part of it. Every day is still a learning experi- 
Mailing address: P. O. Box 1255, Suffolk, VA 23439 : ence and | am excited for what the future will bring to the museum. 


Phone: "7157-923- 4750 
Email: kevin @suffolktrainstation.org -Kevin Long, Coordinator 


Kevin Long, Train Station Coordinator : 
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This article by Kermit Hobbs appeared in the Suffolk News-Herald on Sunday, May 25, 2014, and is reprinted in part 
here with permission. 


Suffolk in 1864: An unbearable place 


... 10 the 300 or so people who remained in Suffolk in the spring of 1864, life had become 
all but unbearable. Most had breathed a sigh of relief as the occupying force of Yankees had with- 
drawn the previous summer, but with them had gone any semblance of civil government. 


The town of Suffolk had become a no-man’s land, just as the country west of the 
Nansemond River and the Dismal Swamp had been since the arrival of the Union Forces two years 
earlier. Even though the majority of the Union troops had been withdrawn, an outpost was set up 
east of Suffolk to keep an eye on things in the town and sur- | 
rounding country. They frequently sent patrols through the ar- 
ea, searching for food supplies such as coffee or sugar, or any- 
thing that sustained life or would allow the farmers to be able to 
raise a crop. 


This was true particularly among the citizens who had 
refused to take the oath of allegiance to the United States gov- 
ernment. The Hillsboro Recorder reported on June 22 that “a 
party (of Union troops) came into Suffolk last Friday with 114 
horses and mules taken from their owners.” 





The townspeople were nearly helpless to resist these raids, and in late 1863, they appealed 
to the Confederate authorities to do something about it. The opportunity came three months lat- 
er, when a brigade of Confederate infantry commanded by Gen. Matthew Ransom was making a 
sweep through the areas of southeast Virginia and northeast North Carolina just outside the zone 
controlled by the Union forces. 


On March 9, 1864, the Confederate brigade was camped near Bethlehem Church, on the 
South Quay Road (now Holland Road), about three miles west of Suffolk. That morning they re- 
ceived a report that the Second U.S. Colored Cavalry was making a raid in Suffolk at that very mo- 
ment. 


The Rebel foot soldiers, fearing that their enemy would escape before they could reach 
them, ran the three miles to town. As they entered the town, the exhausted soldiers were 
cheered by the Suffolk ladies, and many received ladles of water to drink as they passed. 


When the Confederates got their first distant glimpses of the blue uniforms of Union caval- 
ry, they unlimbered their cannon and fired several shots into their midst before continuing their 
charge. 


The surprised and outnumbered cavalrymen resisted the advancing Rebels, firing back as 
they themselves slowly withdrew. The fighting was intense and bitter; at times it was house to 
house. 


The Union cavalry made good its escape, leaving many Confederate foot soldiers disap- 
pointed they had been unable to capture or destroy their enemy. Still, they had captured supplies 
and equipment left behind the retreating enemy. 

Better yet, to their eyes, they took great satisfaction in the feeling that they had struck a 


blow on behalf of the civilians of Suffolk. 


Estate Art Exhibit and Sale! 


On July 25-27 SNHS will present an estate art 
exhibit featuring the works of Suffolk native Henry 
Rawles (1928-2010) at the Suffolk Art Gallery, 118 Bos- 
ley Avenue. This event is co-sponsored by the Suffolk 
Art League. 


A members only reception will be held Friday, 
July 25th,730—9:30em. $.30-71:30 Pp” 


The works will be open to the public for viewing 
and purchasing on Saturday, July 26th, 10 am—5 pm and 
Sunday, July 27th, 1—S pm. 


If interested in volunteering for this event or do- 
nating original art for consignment, please contact Lynda 
Odom (lwo2009@aol.com) or Mary Austin Darden 
(maryaustins@yahoo.com), or call SNHS 757-539-2781. 





Riddick’s Folly events this fall: 


“The Visit” Saturday, October 18, 2 pm. Kelly Hinson will portray Mary Anna Jackson and will tell of her! 
life with General “Stonewall” Jackson with excerpts from personal letters which will include their daughter : 
Julia. Reception following. Tickets in advance $12, after Oct. 1 $15. 757-934-0822 or rfcurator@verizon.net 


“Christmas of Triumph, Christmas of Despair 1864” Friday, December 5, 7:30 pm. Letters from Home. 
Tickets $10. Space is limited. 757-934-0822 


Happy 100th birthday to SNHS member Henry T. Miller of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma! 


Mr. Miller spent his formative years in Suffolk, living with his grand- 
father on Clay Street. He enrolled in Spartan Aeronautics School in Tulsa in 
1938. For his 100th birthday the school took him up in a restored Spartan C-3 
biplane on April 12, 2014. 


Mr. Miller’s great-grandmother was Judith Kilby Smith, only 
civilian casualty of the Siege of Suffolk. 


Henry T. Miller c 1938 





July 4, 1919 — 


WWI Victory Parade on 
West Washington Street for 
white veterans. 


African American soldiers 
had a separate parade on 
East Washington later. 


Modern day locals know 
that the buildings we see 
here on the south side of the 
street are undergoing exten- 
Sive renovations. 


Cars were still rare enough 
that parking was at random. 


Photo from 1958 Festival booklet 
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